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Dear Alloway Township Students, Families, and Community Members:
I understand and appreciate that everyone has their own personal feelings regarding masking and that we are a
community with various opinions on the subject. I also understand this is a very sensitive issue and many
community members are voicing their disagreement with the mask mandate under Executive Order #251. As
much as we would like to have the school year return to a pre-COVID normal, a mandate is now in place that
requires masks to be worn and we as a school district are required to comply with the Governor’s Executive
Order.
Listed below are a few key points regarding EO #251 and how it impacts the upcoming 2021-2022 school year:
•

•

•
•

Alloway’s Safe Return Plan indicates that “Students and Staff will be required to wear their masks only
if required by Executive Order.” EO #251 was signed on August 6, 2021 and went into effect on August
9, 2021.
Masks are required indoors for all students, staff members, and visitors (regardless of vaccination status)
with exemptions that include extreme heat, eating, drinking, playing an instrument, trouble breathing,
medical condition, etc.
Masks are required on school buses with exclusions that include extreme temperatures, temporary
shortness of breath, or vomiting.
As of now, all instruction is in-person instruction. There is no virtual option.

As mentioned at last night’s board meeting, few infractions of mask compliance occurred this past year. Any
that did exist were resolved simply in-house with reminders and parent communication. While the EO does
authorize penalties for violations of the Order, the Alloway School District has no intention of utilizing any
extreme measures of mask enforcement.
Alloway is a strong community that can do wonderful and amazing things together for our students; let’s make
the 2021-2022 school year an outstanding one for them!
Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions.
Respectfully,
Pamela A. Southard
Chief School Administrator
43 Cedar Street, PO Box 327, Alloway, NJ 08001
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