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August 30, 2021 update
Dear Alloway Families and Community Members,
This “Frequently Asked Questions or FAQ” document may help you and your child prepare for the start of
school. While this list of FAQs is not comprehensive, the intention is to share information and communicate
with our school community as effectively and openly as possible. In addition, a Parent Information Night is
planned for Tuesday, August 31 at 6:30 pm. This will be held virtually and in-person in the Gym at Alloway
Township School.
Thank you for your support as this pandemic continues to create unique challenges to schools and staff
members, who are working to provide a strong academic program while maintaining a safe school environment.
Q: Is my child required to wear a mask in school?
A: YES. Executive Order 251 went into effect on August 9, 2021 and requires indoor mask use of all students,
staff members, and visitors (regardless of vaccination status) in the indoor premises of all public, private, and
parochial schools.
Q: Did the school’s “Safe Return Plan” state that masks were optional?
A: Prior to the Executive Order #251, our district was and continues to be prepared to follow our “Safe Return
Plan”, which outlined that staff and students would be required to wear a mask only if required by executive
order.
Q: Will my child be able to have a mask break?
A: YES. Students may remove masks when outdoors, when eating lunch, and in well-ventilated areas during
high intensity activities and when social distancing is possible.
Q: Could the school district choose to not follow the Executive Order?
A: NO. The school district must comply with Executive Orders, state laws, and mandates. Failure to do so
could result in serious legal and financial consequences against our district, elected board members and
administration.
Q: Does my child have to wear a mask while riding the school bus?
A: YES. Wearing a face covering or mask is required on all public transportation including school buses per
Federal order via the US Dept of Transportation. This is unchanged since last year. Exclusions include
extreme temperatures, temporary shortness of breath or vomiting.
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Q: Could I choose a remote learning option for my child this year?
A: No. Governor Murphy has stated that virtual or remote learning will not be an option for this school year,
and that all instruction for the 2021-2022 school year will be in-person (unless a quarantine is required).
Q: Will students’ temperatures be taken each morning by school employees?
A: NO. Temperatures will be taken if a student or staff member exhibits symptoms and/or is not feeling well.
Parents are asked to be vigilant in checking their child for symptoms each morning before sending them to
school.
These include:
At least two of the following symptoms: fever (measure or subjective), chills, rigors (shivers), myalgia (muscle
aches), headache, sore throat, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, congestion, or runny nose; OR
At least one of the following symptoms: cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, new olfactory disorder,
or new taste disorder.
Q: What is required for a medical exemption to the mask mandate?
A: A child must have a documented medical condition signed by a licensed physician, stating that they cannot
safely wear a face covering or mask. The parent or guardian may access the forms from our website. These
must be submitted to the school along with permission for our district physician or school nurse to contact the
doctor for clarification. No child or staff member may enter the building without a mask unless they have
received an exemption from appropriate school personnel. Parents and guardians must keep in mind that they
cannot send their child to school without a face mask unless they have received an Exemption Verification
notification from the district.
Q: Does the school have information on homeschooling?
A: Please let us know as soon as possible if you plan to de-register your child from Alloway Township School
in order to provide homeschooling. The NJ Department of Education has information here:
https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/nontraditional/faq_homeschool.shtml
Q: How will de-registering my child from Alloway Township School in order to homeschool affect the district?
A: By October 15th all school districts must report the total number of enrolled students in our school. If
students are de-registered prior to this date, it will have a direct financial impact on our state aid for next
school year.
Q: Will there be social distancing in the building?
A: Maintaining at least 3 feet of distance is recommended and will be in place, whenever possible.
Q: Will I be informed of the vaccination status of staff members or students in my child’s class?
A: NO. Executive Order 253 was signed on Aug. 23. Starting Oct. 18 “any covered workers that have not
provided adequate proof that they are fully vaccinated must submit to a minimum of weekly or twice weekly
testing on an ongoing basis until fully vaccinated.” The Order defines “covered workers” as “all individuals
employed by the covered setting, both full and part-time, including, but not limited to, administrators, teachers,
educational support professionals, individuals providing food, custodial, and administrative support services,
substitute teachers, whether employed directly by a covered setting or otherwise contracted, contractors,
providers, and any other individuals performing work in covered settings whose job duties require them to
make regular visits to such covered settings, including volunteers.”
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Q: Will students or classes be quarantined if a close contact tests positive for Covid-19?
A: It depends on the individual’s vaccination status and if they have any symptoms. Please refer to the “The
Road Forward” p. 12 for more detailed information. “Exposed closed contacts who are fully vaccinated and
have no COVID-like symptoms: Do not need to quarantine, be excluded from school, or be tested following an
exposure to someone with suspected or confirmed COVID-19.
https://www.nj.gov/education/roadforward/docs/HealthAndSafetyGuidanceSY2122.pdf
Q: How will students receive instruction if they are quarantined?
A: Per “The Road Forward”, schools should be prepared to offer virtual or remote instruction to those
students in a manner commensurate with in-person instruction to the extent possible.
https://www.nj.gov/education/roadforward/docs/HealthAndSafetyGuidanceSY2122.pdf
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